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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

GROWING WITH THE COMMUNITY 
Welcoming, Engaging and Achieving 

Our mission is to inspire the self belief and motivation 
in students that will enable them to achieve and grow. 

CAPITAL WORKS PROJECT UPDATE 
Our new building is certainly taking shape each and 
every day. Recent weeks have seen work continuing 
on the frame and the brickwork of the walls has  
commenced.  
I have been liaising with the architects to ascertain 
what cooling options we should consider for this part 
of our project. The department does not fund air  
conditioning and such works will be funded by school 
and PFA funds. Air conditioning units will be installed 
in the art room, music room and the teacher staff  
area. Prices and options to cool the large gym area 
are being worked through. A decision will be made as 
soon as possible as the necessary electrical works 
need to be undertaken shortly. 
Decisions are also being considered in relation to a 
suitable sound system for the gym so it too can be 
used effectively for assemblies and other school 
events.   
 
OTHER WORKS AROUND OUR SCHOOL 
 A new shade sail has been installed over our   

Junior Play equipment. This has spruced up the 
area. 

 Just completed the building of a deck area near 
our new Truganini Road sand pit. This will        
continue to further enhance this area. It is already 
a very popular play area at recess and lunch 
breaks. 

 Installing a new tap/pump on the Learning Centre 
water tank so the water can be used for our 

DIARY DATES      

Wednesday 23rd May 
Secondhand Uniform shop 8.45-9.30am 
Grade 6  Excursion-Melbourne Museum 
 
Thursday 24th May 
Grade 5 Excursion-Lego Centre & Artvo 
Year 1 open afternoon-3.00-4.00pm 
 
Friday 25th May 
 Assembly in Hall-Year 1 performance 
 Daffodil day–wear a touch of yellow or 

orange and bring a  gold coin donation 
 Biggest Morning Tea-after assembly 
 Cupcake Day–$2 cupcakes at recess 
 Year 5/6 sport–round 4 
 
Thursday 31st May 
Curriculum day-no school 
 
Friday 1st June 
Year 5/6 Sport–round 5 
 
Monday 11th June 
Queens Birthday holiday - no school 

SECOND HAND  
UNIFORM SHOP DATES 
 
Wednesday 23rd May-8.45-9.30am 

Tuesday 29th May 3.15-3.45pm 

Wednesday 6th June  8.45am-9am 

The new hall taking 
shape 
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grounds. 
 A quote has been accepted to replace 

four air conditioners in our Prep building. 
The works will be completed over the 
term 2 holidays prior to the  refurbish-
ment of the building. The new units will 
be far more cost effective and energy 
efficient. 

 Our PFA has sourced and purchased a 
new portable basketball stand which will 
be installed in the coming days. Thank 
you! 

 
SUPPORTING DEVELOPMENT OF 
READING THROUGH THE CAFÉ  
READING APPROACH 
A focus of our reading program is the Café 
Reading approach in classrooms. Your 
child/children may talk about “The Daily 
Five”. The Daily Five is a literacy structure 
developed to teach independence and 
gives children the skills needed to create a 
lifelong love of reading and writing. It  
consists of five tasks that will be introduced 
individually. When introduced to each task, 
the children discuss what it looks like, 
sounds like and feels like to engage in the 
task independently. Then the children, with 
the support of their teachers, work on  
building their stamina until they are  
independent while doing the tasks. 

 
Literacy resources in classrooms and  
learning teams support children to select 
‘just right’ reading material and undertake 
sustained silent reading. Just right books 
are those that the child can read ‘most’ of 
the text on the page and understand its 
content. For our younger classes the time 
initially is only a few minutes but for our 
senior students the long term aim is fifteen 
minutes uninterrupted reading to self. Chat 
to your child about this and how they and 
their class are working towards this goal. If 
you have any questions, please ask your 
child’s teachers.  
 
 
 

HALF YEAR STUDENT REPORTS &  
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

All our teachers have commenced working 
diligently of late, finalising the assessments 
of all students in order to produce both 
comprehensive and easy to understand  
individual student reports for parents.   
Ongoing formal and informal assessment of 
students is an integral part of our teaching 
and learning. All areas of the school have a 
very strong team focus with children often 
working with their homeroom teacher and 
also working with other teachers and  
Education Support Officers particularly in 
the more focussed literacy and numeracy 
teaching times. Your child as a learner is 
known by a team of people. CPS staff are 
passionate about teaching, growing and 
learning together to be the best they can be 
individually and collectively support the 
needs of our students. 
Class teachers know your child the best 
and are the ones who are currently writing 
their half year report and will meet families 
for a parent/teacher interview later in term 
3. At home, if you’re talking about school 
make the time to chat about your child’s 
learning and who they worked with today.  
 
STAFFING NEWS 
Due to family circumstances, our year 6D 
teacher, Mr Tongue has decided not to  
continue with his contract at Carnegie P.S. 
Mrs Jess Buczko who was at CPS several 
years ago is teaching 6D for the remainder 
of term 2 and has enjoyed getting to know 
the students over recent days. The year 6 
teaching team continues to be a strong  
collaborative team who work together to 
plan and teach all of our year 6 students. 
 
CURRICULUM DAY - NO SCHOOL 
The next Curriculum Day is next Thursday - 
31st May, 2018. There will be no school 
for children on this day. A Before and After 
School program will be operating for  
interested families. 
 
WORDS OF WISDOM –  
Linda Jones and Karen 
Bentata-Grimm 

THE DAILY FIVE INCLUDE: 

 Reading to Self 

 Read to someone 

 Listen to reading 

 Work on writing 

 Word Work 
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WHEN KIDS EXPERIENCE PROBLEMS AT 
SCHOOL – Parenting ideas by Michael 
Grose 
Every parent wants the best for their children, and 
that includes wanting them to have great             
experiences at school. By and large, Australian 
schools deliver on that expectation. They are      
generally safe places for kids, staffed by            
hard-working teachers who have the best interests 
of their students at heart. Achievement, discipline 
and student wellbeing are high on the list of         
priorities for most teachers. 

Nevertheless, despite the best teaching practices 
things do go wrong at school. Most kids experience 
learning difficulties from time to time. Conflict and 
peer rejection are a normal part of school life. The 
developmental nature of childhood means that there 
will always be some turbulence, particularly around 
key transition ages such as the start of                
adolescence. During these times young people   
frequently experience a dip in their learning as well 
as significant relationship difficulties. Kids will often 
come home from school with grievances, and call 
on their parents for assistance. 

Your approach as a parent when your child has  
difficulty at school can make a huge difference to 
their resilience and to their future relationships with 
teachers and peers. This includes not only any   
advice you may give and the way you give it, but 
also the way you approach the school, if that      
becomes necessary. Unfortunately, anecdotal    
evidence suggests that there’s been a significant 
increase in aggressive incidents at schools         
involving parents reacting to their children’s       
grievances. This presents a danger to teachers, 
harms the all-important teacher-parent relationship, 
and sets a bad example to children about how to 
resolve differences. 

Here’s a seven point checklist to help you stay 
focused and be effective if your child               
experiences difficulty at school. 

1 .Be empathetic first 
Kids, like adults, like to vent. They will often benefit 
simply from having told their side of a story to a 
trusted source. Often they just want their parents to 
understand what’s happening, so your first         
response should be an empathetic one. That is, 
your child should feel you understand them and 
take them seriously. “That’s awful. I’d be upset too if 
someone stole my lunch” is the sort of response 
kids want to hear when they are genuinely upset. 

2. Stay calm and take your time 
It’s natural as a parent to want to protect or defend 
your children, particularly when you think that 
they’ve come in for some unfair or poor treatment. 
But acting when you are full of emotion is not      
always smart as emotions make us prone to      
over-reaction and jumping to all sorts of possibly 
incorrect conclusions. 

Rather than getting on the phone straight away to 

organise a meeting at school, take your time to 
think through how you might assist your child. Time 
generally provides greater perspective, which will 
likely lead to a better response from you. 

3. Get the all facts 
Getting the facts about the situation can be really 
tricky. Kids are faulty observers and often only see 
one side of a story when there’s a problem with a 
teacher or a fellow student. They sometimes can’t 
see that perhaps they may have contributed        
inadvertently to a dispute at school, or perhaps said 
something that may have upset a teacher. It’s your 
job to help your child or young person process what 
happened in an incident, so that all the facts 
emerge and you can fully understand their place in 
any problem. Keep asking questions to enable the 
complete story to unfold. 

4. Assess whether to go to school or not 
Often problems can be dealt with at home, simply 
by talking through an issue and giving kids some 
common sense tips to help them cope. However, if 
your child has a recurring problem that he can’t 
solve himself, or you think adult intervention may be 
needed to sort out a relationship issue with a  
teacher or peer, then consider meeting with your 
child’s teacher or year-level coordinator. 

5. Use the right channels if you take the issue to 
school 
Approach the school calmly, going through the 
school office or directly to your child’s teacher if that 
is the usual protocol. If you have already              
established a relationship with the teacher           
concerned, then it’s often easier to approach them 
directly. 

6. Look for solutions rather than blame 
Parent-teacher meetings usually get nowhere when 
either party blames the other. State the problem as 
you see it and view your child’s teacher as an ally, 
not a foe. “I’m really worried about Jeremy. He’s 
been acting strangely lately and I need some help” 
is the type of approach that will elicit a helpful     
response. Talk about your concerns and keep the 
discussion focused firmly on what’s best for your 
child. Listen to your teacher’s viewpoint, valuing a 
different perspective. 

7. Stay in touch 
Be realistic with your expectations, remembering 
that some problems can’t be solved to your        
satisfaction, nor will they be resolved straight away. 
Be prepared to work alongside your child’s teacher 
over the long-term, which means maintaining com-
munication with each other. 

Parenting is easy when things are going well, but 
testing when your children struggle or experience 
difficulty. Stepping back and taking a long-term, 
reflective view is often the best approach when your 
child experiences difficulty at school. 
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Angus B 
Prep A 

For his wonderful dance moves and great listening skills at our Prep ‘footsteps’ dance  
program. 

Sujay R 
Prep C 

For always having a positive attitude and for always trying his personal best. Keep up the 
great work Sujay! 

Darsh S  
1A 

For displaying a positive, cheerful attitude and building his resilience when coming into the 
classroom in the morning. 

Maya L 1D For doing the right thing without being asked, Maya you always go above and beyond. 
Wow! 

Tully M 2C For your enthusiasm and hard work, especially during writing. Keep up the great work! 

James G 2A For a positive attitude and great sense of humour. 

Keya P 3A For taking pride and care in achieving her best work. 

Eamonn W 3C For improving his focus and effort during class times. Keep it up Eamonn. 

Peter L 4C For taking control of his learning and making more positive choices in the classroom. 

Anshi B  4B For making a fantastic start to her new school, always being proactive and giving 100%. 

Jakob S 5B For always being focused and ready to learn. Keep it up, Jakob! 

Tom R 5A For guiding his fellow team mates around the soccer field. 

Nithara H 6C For your wonderful preparation and effort for our history quiz. Your hard work was noticed 
and appreciated and inspiring! 

Lambros A 6A For your wonderful preparation and effort for our history quiz. Your hard work was noticed 
and appreciated and inspiring! 

Assembly Date - 21/5/18 
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Class Meetings at CPS 
One of the ways we are promoting student voice is through our 
class meetings. 
Class meetings are run weekly to discuss issues or challenges, solve  
problems and celebrate each other in a formal setting. 
Students run the meetings and take minutes so we can look back on what 
we decided.  
We usually sit in a circle so that everyone can see each other. One person 
speaks at a time and we use the time to address what ever has been    
added to the agenda. 

Gratitude Challenge 
This week try and say thank-you when you notice that       

people are doing things for you. This will show that person 

that you are grateful and it is always nice to hear. Every day 

before you go to bed, write down 3 things you are grateful 

for. In the beginning it usually starts with big things like: your 

parents, your house, your friends, and your school. 
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Thank you for these great books and many happy birthday wishes from all at  
Carnegie Primary School.  

         

Junior School Council and the PFA will be holding          

Carnegie’s very own Daffodil Day THIS FRIDAY 25th May!  

All students are encouraged to wear yellow or orange 

and bring in a gold coin donation. The PFA will be running 

their Biggest Morning Tea after assembly and cupcakes 

will be for sale at recess for $2.  

The Cancer Council have been raising money since they 

were established in 1936 for Cancer research, prevention 

and support. As a cause close to  Carnegie’s heart, we 

are hoping all will get involved! 
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NAME CLASS DONATED  BOOKS 

Owen H 1C “Stories for Boys Who Dare to be Different” 

Zach P Prep B “Xo, Ox, A Love Story” 
“ Sea Star Wishes” 

Disha P 3D “Dork Diaries-Party Time” 

Gabe S 2C “Dogasaurus” 

Harper S 2A “Pig the Star” 



 

 

Recently we invited Judi, from the Alannah and Madeline Foundation in to 
talk to our parents and run a session on ‘Parenting in the Digital World’. We 
had a fantastic turnout and the feedback we received on the session was very 
positive.  
We have worked hard over the last few years to gain our eSmart accreditation 
and part of this process includes communicating cyber safety issues and  
concerns with the community. Our aim is to hold one of these sessions every 
two years and ensure our school community has the opportunity to keep up to 
date with current issues and are able to ask questions and talk with  
professionals on these vital cyber concerns. 
Judi had some wonderful resources to share on cyber issues, a list of  
resources for parents and a top 10 tips list. Please click on the links below to 
view and download these resources: 
Cyber Issues 
Resources for Parents 
Top 10 Tips 
 
Josh Acklom 
ICT / DigiTech 
Coordinator 

It is not too late to sign up for the 2018 Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge!  

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed 
by the Victorian Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online 
Honour Roll.  
To view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
If you need a consent form, please see your child’s homeroom teacher. The closing 
date is 7 September 2018. 
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Youth Leadership Victoria 
Carnegie Primary School OSHC 

 

Opening Hours: 
Before School Care 7am-8.45am 
After School Care 3.30pm-6.30pm 
Vacation Care 7am-6pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A copy of the enrolment and booking form can be downloaded through our web-

site on www.ylv.com.au 
 

Prices for the Program: 
 
Before School Care                        After School                          
Permanent Booking: $12.50           Permanent Booking: $15 
Casual Booking: $15                   Casual Booking: $18 

                                    

After School Care News: 
 

CURRICULUM DAY- THURSDAY 31
ST

 MAY 
 

LET’S EXPLORE OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY 
Today we will be out & about visiting all that our local community has to offer. 

 
HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

VISIT FROM A COMMONWEALTH BANK REPRESENTATIVE 
(workshop designed to educate Children to make smart decisions about their money) 

VISITING BAKERS DELIGHT BAKERY: Children will learn about the bakery process and 
will be able to make their own ‘finger buns’ as a special treat. 

SHOP AT OUR LOCAL $2 SHOP-children can bring $2 and buy something special at the $2 
store 

WOOLWORTHS TOUR – the store manager will give the children a tour of the store showing 
them how the store operates on a daily basis 

VISIT TO THE LOCAL CARNEGIE COMMUNITY GARDEN 

 
WE HAVE ALSO HIRED A JUMPING CASTLE FOR THE DAY 

 
CHILDREN WILL NEED TO BRING MORNING/AFTERNOON TEA/ LUNCH/ REFILLABLE 

WATER BOTTLE & A WARM RAIN COAT 
COST FOR DAY: $50 

 
OSHC TEAM 

Contact Information: 
 

For bookings call  0402 043 810 
 

 Account queries or change of bookings please  
email: accounts@ylv.com  
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AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA AND DAFFODIL DAY-THIS FRIDAY 
We will be holding our CPS Biggest Morning tea after assembly on Friday. We 

invite parents and friends to join us for a cuppa and to make a donation to the 

Cancer Council. 

As always we will be selling cupcakes for $2 at recess. If 

you are able to bake some cupcakes or something for 

our morning tea, please let me know. 

 

This year we will be having this day in 

conjunction with the Junior School Council who will be running a 

Daffodil Day on Friday too. 

A busy day, but all for a very worthy cause; raising   

money for the Cancer Council and all the wonderful  

work they do. 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
The new 2018/2019 books are now available to order through us. There is a  

sample book at the office for you to have look. These books have vouchers and 

offers worth over $20,000. Memberships cost $70 of which the school  

receives $14.  

Order online at 

www.entbook.com.au/186r615 
….and we will send the book home with your child or 

alternatively download the digital membership 

straight away. 

Please contact Michelle McCurdy on 0430 288 250 if you have any questions. 

 

DIARY DATES 2018 
TERM 2 

PFA Meeting - Monday 18th June 

Donut Day– Thursday 21st June 

 
TERM 3 

Trivia Night – Saturday August 4th at Dalton Hall, Kilvington 

                       Theme: Pyjama Party 

Sushi Day – Wednesday August 8th 

Walkathon & Crazy Hair Day- Friday 14th September 

School Disco – Saturday 27th October 

 

Leesa Needham     

PFA President 

Ph: 0408 556 669    E: leesa.n@optusnet.com.au  

 

PFA News  
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  
CARNEGIE PRIMARY SCHOOL DOES NOT ENDORSE THE  

PRODUCT OR SERVICES OR ANY ADVERTISEMENTS, PAID OR UNPID, 

PRINTED IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
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